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‘ Fighting poverty through trade





Press release August 2009
Traidcraft unveils autumn 2009 fair trade range 
And local Traidcraft Fair Trader takes orders at 6 September event
Full of fair trade, recycled and organic products, Traidcraft’s autumn 2009 catalogue is packed with products to suit all ethically conscious consumers. 
This latest range boasts more than 400 products from craft workers and farmers across Africa, Asia and Latin America. Many producer groups have lost valuable export orders because of the credit crunch in other countries – making Traidcraft sales even more important to help producers provide for their families.

The Christmas range includes a selection of nativity sets, from the traditional wooden carvings from Bombolulu in Kenya to distinctive papier mache figures from Prokritee in Bangladesh and one that gives recycling a new twist – it’s made from magazines transformed into figures by producers at Mai Handicrafts in Vietnam.

New for this year is a selection of men’s essentials priced from £6 which includes a stylish shirt, hankies, handmade leather wallet and organic cotton socks.

Once again, chocolate lovers are spoilt for choice, with gift ideas ranging from the Chocolate Gift Set in a handmade paper pillow box from Nepal to the new Chocolate Selection box containing four of Traidcraft’s delicious fruit and nut treats. For food that’s fun, order the White Chocolate Snowmen and Milk Chocolate Penguins.
As always, there is an extensive selection of fair trade foods for every day, such as pasta and muesli, plus special occasion gifts and treats, such as fair trade hampers and wine. Most of the food items now carry the internationally recognised FAIRTRADE Mark. The new range of confectionery includes 6 brand new products which are UK firsts in Fairtrade – fruit jellies and jelly teddies, milk chocolate beanies and chocolate coated toffee popcorn, fruit sherbets and mint imperials.
Traidcraft Geobars have been “making a world of difference” for 10 years. In 2009 they were relaunched with new recipes each containing fair trade honey, raisins and rice. There’s a new Honey Nut Geobar, the chocolate bar contains less salt, the apricot bar now contains tangy wild apricots from Pakistan and the new Mixed Berries bar is the first product to contain blueberries from Chilean honey producer Apicoop helped to diversify by Traidcraft. 
In Camden, which has been a Fairtrade borough since 2004, some Traidcraft food items like the Geobars can be found in supermarkets. But Traidcraft relies on a network of volunteer Fair Traders to sell its products and promote the work of trading company Traidcraft plc and the charity Traidcraft Exchange, the UK's only development charity specialising in making trade work for the poor.
Traidcraft started 30 years ago as a Christian response to poverty and many of its supporters are still to be found in churches. Hampstead Parish Church and St Aloysius in Somerstown run monthly stalls for their Sunday congregations while St Dominic’s Priory, St Mary’s Primrose Hill, Trinity United Reformed Church in Camden Town, Gospel Oak Methodist Church and Our Lady Help of Christians in Kentish Town all hold occasional Traidcraft stalls and Fairtrade promotions. Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, Shaftesbury Avenue, has a permanent Traidcraft stall in the reception area where people are welcome to drop in Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm for a Fairtrade cuppa and a chat.
Traidcraft does, however, work with and for people of all faiths and none. A growing number of schools, universities and all sorts of companies and organisations as well as various places of worship now have trader or catering accounts with Traidcraft. Rabbi Janet Burden of the West Central Liberal Synagogue near Warren Street is a Traidcraft Fair Trader as well as a member of the Camden Fairtrade Network.
The Camden Fairtrade Network encourages the use and promotion of Fairtrade products throughout the borough and supports the London Fairtrade Campaign which saw London declared the world’s largest Fairtrade City in October 2008. Over the summer volunteers ran Fairtrade stalls at 5 of Camden’s community festivals distributing the London Fairtrade Guide and selling Traidcraft purses from Bangladesh and other small gift items from India, Thailand and Vietnam as well as Traidcraft snacks and Divine chocolate.
Traidcraft runs “Preview Days” twice a year when Fair Traders are invited to view craft products from the new spring and autumn catalogues, hear about developments, discuss concerns and place orders on the craft range for an extra 10% discount. Marion Hill will be attending the Autumn preview session in Oxford Street 8 September and is busy gathering orders from potential customers among family and friends, work colleagues in Camden libraries, fellow birdwatchers (regularly sell Geobars on Marylebone Birdwatching Society coach outings) and people at church. 
There will be a Traidcraft event Sunday 6 September 2009 9.15am-12noon in Blackfriars Hall next to St Dominic’s Priory, Southampton Road NW5 4LB. Sale of Fairtrade food and other fairly traded products. Fairtrade refreshments with any profits going to Traidcraft Exchange. There will also be the opportunity to place orders from the new Autumn Catalogue and get an extra discount on craft products. All welcome. 
Further information from Marion Hill T: 020 7722 2965, E: ctic@blueyonder.co.uk 
www.ChristiansTogetherCamden.org.uk 

You may also view the new catalogue right now and shop online at www.traidcraftshop.co.uk  
To find out more about Traidcraft in Camden contact  
Marion Hill Tel 020 7722 2965 Email marion.hill@blueyonder.co.uk
Please also contact Marion Hill if you would like to join the Camden Fairtrade Network or can send details of any Fairtrade events and activities for the Camden Fairtrade Directory and What’s On.
www.camden.gov.uk/fairtrade 
For further information about Traidcraft visit www.traidcraft.co.uk
For further information about Fairtrade visit the Fairtrade Foundation at www.fairtrade.org.uk 
Notes to editors:

· Traidcraft is the UK’s leading fair trade organisation and has been fighting poverty through trade for 30 years. 

· Traidcraft works to fight poverty through trade by: 
· Trading with people in Africa, Asia and Latin America

· Supporting people in the developing world to build sustainable businesses

· Influencing policy making in government and business.
· Traidcraft sources its products from community-based businesses in the developing world, paying fair prices to the producers and distributing the products in the UK. The goods are sold via supermarkets, independent retailers, online, mail order, and a network of more than 6,000 Fair Traders.
· For product information, high resolution images and samples contact Cool Blue on 01642 351011 or email karen.parker@coolbluebrand.com or rachael.heath@coolbluebrand.com 
· For all other enquiries contact the Traidcraft press office on 0191 497 6462 or email media@traidcraft.co.uk 
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