Camden celebrates London, the Fairtrade capital of the world.
London was declared the world’s largest Fairtrade City Thursday 23rd October 2008. Members of the Camden Fairtrade Network were among the invited audience in London’s Living Room at City Hall to celebrate this achievement. Ian Clement, Deputy Mayor, accepted the certificate from Harriet Lamb, Executive Director of the Fairtrade Foundation, in the absence of its Patron, George Alagiah, who was reading the BBC news at the time. 
The declaration, the culmination of a drive launched by former Mayor Ken Livingstone in 2003, is backed by Mayor Boris Johnson who is a keen supporter of Fairtrade. Last week’s announcement followed the Mayor’s recent Thames Festival, where there was a significant Fairtrade presence including a Divine chocolate stall with Tom Allen who joined the Camden Fairtrade Network earlier this year. 
Mayor of London, Boris Johnson said: “It’s super news that London is now officially the world’s largest Fairtrade city, with 20 Fairtrade boroughs in the capital. It sends a clear message that Londoners want their products to be Fairtrade and to make a significant difference to the lives of farmers and workers in the developing world.

“We have come a long way since Croydon became the first borough to achieve Fairtrade status in 2003 and the London Steering Group and Fairtrade Boroughs are to be congratulated for their hard work in achieving our new status.”
Camden was the 3rd London borough to achieve Fairtrade status back in September 2004 and has this year renewed its commitment to the Fairtrade campaign. Members of the Camden Fairtrade Network ran Fairtrade stalls at a number of community festivals and green fairs over the summer and have worked hard at updating the Fairtrade pages on the Council’s website and the Camden Fairtrade Directory which lists shops and cafés selling products with the FAIRTRADE Mark and community groups supporting Fairtrade. 
Penny Abraham from the Camden Fairtrade Steering Group said: “Now that London has achieved Fairtrade City status we can really stake our claim as the Fairtrade Capital of the World.  Camden is proud to play its part in tipping the balance of trade in favour of producers but we recognise that there is so much more to be done. We hope that people in Camden and all over London will continue to do their bit, by joining their local campaign and getting their schools and workplaces to stock more Fairtrade marked products.” 
For more information on Fairtrade in Camden see www.camden.gov.uk/fairtrade 
Or contact Penny Abraham Tel: 020 7284 9853, Email: penny.abraham@camden.gov.uk 
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