C4WS Camden and City Churches Cold Weather Shelter

                                                                                 with CARIS Camden 

                                                                                 Christian Action and Response in Society

C4WS, Kings Cross Methodist Church, 6 Crestfield Street, London  WC1H 8BB

Project Co-ordinator, Jamie Hall, T: 07515 507 970; E: admin@coldweathershelter.org
Advocacy Worker, Jhoana Serna T: 07908 131 518.
Or Jamie@ or Jhoana@ coldweathershelter.org. W: www.coldweathershelter.org  
C4WS winter season 2008-9

Now in its fifth season, C4WS is a shelter run by seven Camden churches. One night a week each during the three coldest months of January, February and March they provide food, warmth, beds and fellowship for up to 14 homeless people. During that time we work with our guests to help them onto the next stage of their lives. The scheme is coordinated by two professional workers but run almost entirely by volunteers from the host and other churches. 
This year a few extra churches are offering shelter from Wed 4th – Sat 20th December 2008. 

The Christmas period is covered by `Crisis`. C4WS then runs 1st January – 31st March 2009.

Last season 103 guests were accommodated for up to 28 days. Of the 54 guests that actively engaged with the C4WS Advocate worker 47 were resettled into more permanent accommodation and others were helped with jobs and benefits. 

For full details see http://www.coldweathershelter.org/objectives_results/results.
Support from the wider community
Churches, local groups and individuals can support the project in a number of different ways:
1. Provide Volunteers. Our volunteers, working in three shifts, provide evening meals and fellowship, nighttime supervision and breakfast next day. It’s a two-way process with the volunteers seeing their own sense of fellowship develop alongside that of the guests. We provide training and support, and warmly welcome new volunteers onto our teams. 
Volunteers could also help, outside the shelter open hours, with all sorts of odd jobs like laundry and bed-making, shopping and cooking….
2. Donate items for starter packs. When we place guests in more permanent accommodation, it might well be the first personal home they have had for a long time. Many new tenancies fail in the first few weeks because of cash-flow problems. We run an interest-free rent deposit scheme and also provide new tenants with starter packs of bedding, utensils and materials to get them established. You may wish to give money to help us buy goods, or to donate the items themselves. See below for list of the items needed. For further details or to arrange a drop-off of items, please contact Dan Passerelli on 07733 136172 or Jhoana Serna 07908 131518.

3. Offer a space for starter packs. We make up starter packs in large storage boxes, and need somewhere accessible to keep them. If you have some spare space (a small room) we could use, we would be very happy to hear about it. They have a temporary home but will need somewhere long term as when the season is over we need to be able to keep items for the next season. And it would need to be somewhere that would accept multiple key holders.

4. Give Money or Fundraise. We have running expenses and also need to raise funds to employ our two essential professional workers, who co-ordinate the shelter and help our guests plan their futures. A number of charitable trusts, both large and small, are very supportive of our work, but we are also very grateful for receipts from planned giving or for individual donations. Alternatively, you may have access to fund-raising expertise which you could offer in support of our own fund-raisers. 

Cheques should be made payable to St Pancras Thanet Trust - C4WS Project Account and sent to C4WS, Kings Cross Methodist, 6 Crestfield Street, Kings Cross, WC1H 8BB. 
A Gift Aid Declaration form is available to make your money go further.
6. Pray for the shelter. We are an ecumenical project, to which Anglican, Roman Catholic, Nonconformist and Free churches belong, praying and worshipping together. We do not force our beliefs on the guests, preferring to let our actions speak God`s word. However, we get great strength from our own prayers and those of others. Please pray for us. 
C4WS Starter Packs

Starter packs help people establish a route out of homelessness.  Many new tenancies fail in the initial stages because of a lack of financial resources to provide the basic household items that turn a ‘house’ into a home.  By providing these essentials, starter packs can help eliminate the ‘revolving door’ experience of many homeless people.

A typical starter pack includes:

4 Table knives

4 Table forks

4 Dessertspoons

4 Teaspoons

2 Tablespoons

1 Wooden spoon

1 Tin-opener

1 Kitchen knife

1 Breadboard 

1 Kettle **Must be new

1 Toaster **Must be new

4 Dinner plates

4 Side plates

4 Soup/cereal bowls

4 Drinking mugs

4 Glass tumblers

2 Saucepans (large & small)

1 Frying pan

1 Top sheet

1 Fitted sheet

1 Duvet w/ cover

1 Pillow w/ case

1 Towel

1 Washing-up bowl

1 Dish cloth

Pack of J-cloths

Pack of scouring pads

2 Tea towels

Pack of kitchen Roll

Pack of toilet rolls

Roll of black bags

Pack of soaps

2 bottles fairy liquid

Surface cleaner

Toilet cleaner
Basic food package: (items with long shelf-life): -

Pack of Pasta, Powder milk, Sugar, Tea Bags or Coffee, Tins (e.g. beans, veg, fruit), cooking sauces. We will add some shopping items that have a short shelf life such a loaf of bread.

Most items can be quality second-hand; some, like the kettle and cleaning supplies, need to be new.  For questions or to arrange a drop-off of items, contact Dan Passerelli on 07733 136172 or Jhoana Serna 07908 131518. 






