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Christians Together in Camden 

May – September 2007

This newsletter lists a number of seasonal and occasional events and activities open to Christians of different traditions, to people of other faiths or to the wider community. As I have still not had the opportunity to update the “Regular Activities” listing issued February 2006, I am also referring to some of the regular prayer & study, music & arts, food & fellowship, justice & peace and interfaith activities open to us in and around Camden.

To minimise repetition, there is a list of venue and contact details at the end of the newsletter.

Christian Aid Week 13th – 20th May 

Many churches will presumably be organizing individual collections and events during this week.

Resources e.g. act of worship written by John Bell from www.christianaid.org.uk. Local events:
· Sunday 13th May: Christian Aid lunch 12.30pm at Gospel Oak Methodist Church. 

Names to beeabovwe@blueyonder.co.uk  

· Sunday 13th May: Prayer with Songs from Taizé 6pm at St Mary’s Primrose Hill
· Wednesday 16th May Revelation Christian Aid Service 7.30pm at St James Church NW6
· Saturday 19th May: Pet Show 2pm at Gospel Oak Methodist Church. 

Registration fee of £5 per owner. Admission charge of 50p for those not entering pets in the show. There will also be face painting for children, a second hand bookstall & refreshments.

· Sunday 20th May: Christian Aid walk leaving Gospel Oak Methodist Church at about 12.30pm going to Barnet where refreshments will be available. 

Details Andrew Poulter: apoulter.mus@virgin.net 
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Sunday 20th May Circle the City: People from several Camden Churches will be joining the walk exploring the City of London from the Tower to Fleet Street to raise money for Christian Aid’s water projects. The 10 km sponsored walk will begin with a launch service 1pm at St Mary-le-Bow, Cheapside, EC2. 

E: London@christian-aid.org, T: 020 7654 5330.

Personal note: I’d like to thank all those who have sponsored me to “Circle the City” as well as those who have contributed to the £100 I’m sending the North London Hospice for the Big Fun Walk (from East Finchley to Westminster through parks and other open spaces) and the £60 I’ve sent to the Mayor’s Charity (NSPCC) following the 17mile Beating the Bounds of Camden. If there is anyone who is not collecting, donating, sponsoring, walking or otherwise contributing to Christian Aid Week, they are welcome to donate online via my page: www.justgiving.com/marion-for-ch-aid
Pentecost Sunday 27th May

I am not aware of any Camden Church or group of churches doing anything special for Pentecost but we might consider participating in the Global Day of Prayer. Join thousands of Christians Worshipping, Praying and Celebrating together in West Ham United Football Club Stadium. 

Doors open 2pm for 3-5.30pm event. £3 Booking Hotline 0870 1122 700. www.gdoplondon.com
Wherever we are that day, let us pray - together in spirit - for our churches and neighbourhoods, for London, the nation and the world. See also the call to take part in Pentecost 2008!

Time to Pray, Study & Reflect

Kings Cross Churches Together Monthly Prayer & Reflection

31/5 Consolata Srs, 11 Regent Square - On prayer; 28/6 St. Pancras Parish Ch - On growing older 

26/7 Holy Cross Parish Ch - More on prayer; 27/9 Kings Cross Methodist Ch  - On racial justice

Hampstead Christian Study Centre: Christianity In The Wings 

Saturday 12th May: “Shakespeare in the Garden” 7pm in the garden of St Andrew’s URC (entrance in Frognal Lane). Mary Shakeshaft and the Revd Stephen Tucker on “Players, Ghosts, Cakes and Ale”.  Refreshments in St Andrew’s Hall after the talks.

Friday 18th May: British Library Exhibition of Sacred Texts 

Meet in the foyer at 2.30pm for a 45 minute guided tour. People can then take their time looking at the books and texts which particularly interest them. 

Wednesday 23rd May: “Church Architecture and Drama after World War II” 

Frances Spalding, biographer and art historian. 

Wednesday 30th May “Brecht: A Moral and Religious Poet?”

Bill Risebero, producer of “The Caucasian Chalk Circle” in St John’s in November 2007  

Lectures Weds 23rd and 30th May in Crypt Room, Hampstead Parish Church 8-9.30pm 
(coffee served from 7.30pm) £4 Details: tel 020 7433 8334 or 020 7485 2074

Thursday 31st May 7.30pm at Rosslyn Hill Unitarian Chapel NW3 

Religion and the Secular Life – can they be reconciled? Talk by Mark Tully Admission £5
Joint event with the Hampstead Museum (Burgh House). Details & reservations 020 7433 3267 


Primrose Hill Summer Lectures: 

Conscience and Creativity: Managing the challenges of the 21st century
Wednesday evenings 13th June to 11th July 7.30 pm at St Mary’s Primrose Hill

· 13/6 Oliver James, Psychologist - Affluenza: can we be successful and stay sane?

· 20/6 Mark Lynas, Environmentalist - Six Degrees: Our Future on a Hotter Planet
· 27/6 Lord Butler, Public Servant - Personal freedom, public interest

· 4/7  Jung Chang, Writer - China: Mao’s Life and Legacy
· 11/7 Michael Wood, Historian - India: a 5000 year epic

Cost: Single Lecture £10, Series £40 (Concessions Single Lecture £7.50 Series £30)

Tickets:  Please send a cheque payable to SMVPH and s.a.e. to: 

Primrose Hill Lectures, St Mary’s Church, Elsworthy Road, London NW3 3DJ. 

Further information is available from 020 7722 3238 (answerphone) or office@smvph.org.uk
St Michael's Fellowship in St Michael's Parish Rooms, South Grove, N6 (Tel: 020 8348 3042)
Tuesday 19th June 12.45pm: Afghanistan: “Living & Working on the Crossroads of Central Asia” Talk by Peter Ahern, who worked in Afghanistan 2001-4 in the International Assistance Mission's Disaster Management Programme. Talk preceeded by a bring-and-share lunch from 12.45pm (please bring finger-food, sweet or savoury, for 3 people)

Tuesday 26th June 2.15 for 2.30pm: “First Impressions of the Church of England” 

Talk by the Revd Christopher Stoltz, curate at St Michael's, who came to Britain a year ago from the USA where he worked as a Lutheran pastor. 

There is also regular meditation or contemplative prayer at Camden Town & Regent Square URC, Highgate URC, St James NW6, St Joseph’s Highgate and St Mary’s Primrose Hill.

There is regular Bible Study at the American Church in London, Camden Town Methodist Church, Hampstead Parish Church, Heath St Baptist Ch, St Giles in the Fields, St James NW6 and St Mary’s Primrose Hill. Nb the group that has been systematically reading through the Bible at Camden Town URC on Monday afternoons is taking a break during Maggie Hindley’s sabbatical leave and will be trying a different approach in the autumn term.

Quaker Quest informal presentations, discussions and questionings. Cycle of 6 core sessions repeated through the year.  Can join any Monday except Bank Holidays 6.30 for 7 – 9.15pm

Friends House, 173 Euston Road NW1 opposite Euston Station. www.quakerquest.org 

Retreat Centres

Further afield but within easy access of Camden there are a number of Retreat Centres and Centres of Spirituality offering talks, workshops and the opportunity to reflect and be still.

Benedictine Centre for Spirituality: Programme includes Wed evening talks & Sat workshops e.g. Sat 19/5: Words open Windows – get in touch with the flow of life through story telling.

And Christian Meditation Retreat Centre: based on the teaching of John Main, programme includes introductory day retreats, days of reflection & meditation and themed weekend retreats.  

London Mennonite Centre e.g Series of seminars called Cross-Currents
St Peter's Bourne e.g. monthly Drop in Days 

Westminster Cathedral Centre for Spirituality: Programme includes meetings of a Christian Meditation Group Mondays 6.30pm and First Wednesdays quiet afternoons 12noon-5pm
Guy Chester Centre: Programme includes

Sat 19th May Quiet Day: ‘The Grandeur of God – exploring God in the beauty of creation’

10am – 4pm. Suggested donation £25

A day to take time and stop to wonder at the world in which we live, through poetry, guided meditation, time in the gardens and our own creative response with Director Mark Wakelin. 

And 8pm Saturday evening (Stay on after the quiet day and book an evening meal).

Communicating Religion Today with Michael Wakelin Head of Religion & Ethics at the BBC
An evening to discover how the media considers issues of faith. 

Free but you need to book - ring 020 8883 8204 or email admin@chestercentre.org.uk
Stop!… in the Name of God National Quiet Day 15th – 17th June 
Information and resource material from the Retreat Association

Tel 020 7357 7736 Email info@retreats.org.uk Website http://www.retreats.org.uk/general/stop.htm
Sat 16/6 10am – 12noon at the Benedictine Centre 

Quiet time with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.  
And 10am - 4pm at the Guy Chester Centre (Suggested donation £25)
An ideal day for ‘beginners’ & regulars to take time and stop, using the grounds & gardens. 

Alternative Worship & Occasional Services

Revelation – An alternative worship community which meets once a month, usually on a Wednesday 7.30pm at St James NW6, to explore different styles and experiences of worship. It brings together people from a variety of churches who work together to put together the programme.  16/5 Christian Aid Service, other dates 27/6 & 1/8. 

Prayer with Songs from Taizé
Sunday 13th May 6pm Churches Together in Highgate United Worship at St Joseph's N19. 

and for Christians Together in Camden at the same time at St Mary the Virgin, Primrose Hill

Music, prayer and reflection in the style of Taizé to mark the beginning of Christian Aid Week 2007

Sundays 3rd June, 1st July & 2nd September 6.30pm at St Michael’s Camden Town 
No meetings in August

Friday 21st September 7.30pm at St Dominic’s Priory

And weekly King's Cross Methodist Church 7pm every Thursday followed by tea and coffee.

And have information of other Taizé-style services in London
Churches Together in Highgate United Worship 

Sun 13th May 6pm: Taizé-style (as above) at St Joseph’s N19 

Sun 10th June 6.30pm: Evening Prayer at St Michael's, South Grove, N6.

Sun 8th July 6.30pm: Songs of Praise at St Augustine's Archway Road, N6. 

Please choose a hymn in advance Tel 020-8374 6985 or Email staugustines@blueyonder.co.uk.

UCL Hospitals Memorial Service for Babies Service of thanksgiving and remembrance

Sunday 13th May 3pm at the Whitfield Memorial Church (now American Church in London)

Family, friends, staff and others all welcome. Tel 020 7380 9779 or 020 7387 6541

Touching Heaven: Craig Marsh, who apparently has an amazing healing ministry, is coming to Chalk Farm Baptist Church from June 22nd to 1st July (could be extended should there be a demand for him to stay), There will be meetings every evening (except Mondays) at 7.30pm. 

Amazing numbers of people attended meetings and came forward for salvation, recommitment or prayer during missions in Stoke on Trent last year and Nottingham this April.

If anyone would like more information or would like to help in any way please could they phone the Chalk Farm Baptist Church office on 020 7722 7207.

Sunday 24th June 11am St Andrew's Church Anniversary Service followed by Garden Lunch

Preacher Revd Peter Colwell (Inter Faith Secretary Churches Together in Britain and Ireland)

Wednesday 25th July 7.30m St James Patronal Festival Sung Festal Mass.  

The big event of St James Calendar - fabulous worship, and one of the best parties ever. 

Sunday 9th Sept 10.00am St Mary's Kilburn Patronal Festival 

Family Service followed by breakfast in the Hall.  
Music & the Arts

With music, art & drama we can welcome people of all faiths and none into our places of prayer.

The London Borough of Camden reaches into Central London where there are many opportunities for lunchtime or early evening activities in the Churches. e.g. Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, St Giles-in-the-Fields and St Pancras Parish Church.

12th – 20th May: London Festival of Contemporary Church Music

St Pancras Church, Euston Road

Talks, concerts & lunchtime recitals, contemporary dance & composition event, Choral Eucharist and Choral Evensong – including 4pm on 20/5 live broadcast on BBC Radio 3.

Saturday 26th May 7.30pm: Pasalamat – Filipino evening of song, dance and merriment

St Andrew’s URC. Admission free; Refreshments on sale

ôFri 28th Sept: Konevets Quartet sings Russian sacred music & folk songs 

Concert at St Joseph's Highgate to launch the Organ Fund for urgently-needed restoration work. Details about the singers on www.singers.com/choral/konevets.html  

Salvation Army Praise Concerts 2nd Sunday of month 2.30pm followed by refreshments. 

In their hall 16 Haverstock Hill, near Chalk Farm Station & the Roundhouse. T: 020 7722 7064.

And Sat 2nd June 7pm at Gospel Oak Methodist Ch Grand Concert by the Chalk Farm Band 

Admission £5  -  pensioners £3 and children free! to include refreshments

Proceeds will go towards resurfacing our children’s play area at the rear of our car park

Organ Works at St Dominic’s Priory

The monthly organ recitals are now on Saturday evenings 7.30pm. Retiring collection to cover expenses & support music at St Dominic’s. 

19/5 Martin Stacey of St Dominic’s; 16/6 Ashley Grote of Westminster Abbey

14/7 David Graham of Farm Street & Head of Organ Studies RCM; 15/9 Martin Stacey
The 1860’s Bryceson Organ Appeal

Another £2550 is needed to complete the restoration of this historic organ rescued from a church in Somerset. It will be installed in the Lady Chapel at St Dominic’s Priory only a mile or so from where it was made at the Bryceson factory, Camden Town. 
The 2nd Annual Festival of New Organ Music will be 6th – 28th October 2007. 

The 2008 “New for Old Commission” will be inviting composers from all around the world to write for small 19th century, single-manual organs, creating a new repertoire for historic organs of this period. The works will be performed on the Bryceson by students from the St Giles International Organ School and made publicly available via the festival website. www.afnom.org  

For more details of the Bryceson Organ Appeal, the Annual Festival of New Organ Music or Organ Recitals and other concerts at St Dominic’s Priory, please email Martin Stacey at chiplands@aol.com or telephone 07950 932 703 or write to him at St Dominic’s Priory. 

See also www.martinstacey.com and www.organrecitals.com 

Through the British Museum – with the Bible

Tuesday 22nd May 11am to 3.15pm with a break for lunch.

The Rev. Clive Anderson, co-author of a book of this title will be leading a tour for members and friends of the Librarians’ Christian Fellowship. The tour will draw attention to exhibits which throw light on the Biblical narratives or provide information to help us understand the Old and New Testament texts. Please let me know ASAP if you would like me to ask for a place as a friend. 

Into Great Silence Much recommended film on life in a Carthusian monastery in the French Alps. Seven screenings at the National Film Theatre between 2nd and 14th June.

2/6 2.30, 3/6 2.20, 7 & 8/6 5.20, 10/6 2.10 & 5.20, 14/6 5.20. Tel 020 7928 3232 www.bfi.org.uk, 

London Open House Weekend Saturday 15th - Sunday 16th September
Will any Camden churches be among the 600 or more buildings open to the public? 

I see that the Hampstead Friends Meeting House will be participating in this their Centenary year. 

Singing & Praying the Psalms next meeting Thursday 24th May 7.30pm on the “Alleluia Psalms”
A group of people who want to deepen their knowledge and love of the Psalms has been meeting about once a month since January at Our Lady of Hal. Details iancoleman@operamail.com
Praying Twice last of this year’s series of Hugh Price Lectures at Hinde Street Methodist Church

Tuesday 12th June 7.30pm: Brian Wren – “Sing lustily & with good courage!” a hymn-poet’s appreciation of John Wesley’s Directions for Singing and Charles Wesley’s hymns.

19 Thayer Street W1U 2QJ, T: 020 7935 6179, E: office@wlm.org.uk, W: www.wlm.org.uk   

Marty Haugen composer of liturgical music for both Roman Catholic and Protestant congregations (http://www.martyhaugen.net/) is visiting the UK June/July. He’ll be in Poplar 25/6 and I have details of his visit to Tooting Bec Tuesday 26th for an evening workshop. 

Church choirs: St Mary’s Kilburn & St Saviour’s NW3 have recently gathered together groups of people to help lead the singing at Sunday services. The Gallery Choir at St Saviour’s was listed in the Ham & High as “open to all” and the Vicar of St Mary’s says “enthusiastic amateurs always welcome to come along and join in.” I know Anglicans from St Pancras Church who help with the choir at the RC church of St Dominic’s. I’m sure we all know of instances where music causes divisions within a church but it can unite! 
St Andrew's URC is the home of Brent Opera & the Jasperian Theatre Company.

Programme of art exhibitions in the Crypt at St Pancras Church 

(entrance in Duke's Road off Euston Road NW1 2BA) 

Church News

Several Camden Churches are undergoing extensive building work and need to do some serious fundraising. Let us help one another & put some fun into fundraising.  

St Mary's Falling Angels Perhaps this year’s most dramatic fundraising – after last year’s “Vicar on the Roof” – will be 19/5. The Vicar and 5 parishioners of St Mary’s Kilburn will be “falling out of a plane at a great height” to raise funds as part of the church’s 150th Anniversary celebrations.

You can sponsor the Falling Angels in their parachute jump at www.justgiving.com/stmarysangels.

St Mary's 150th Anniversary Celebration The main event for this anniversary year is on Sunday 17th June. The Bishop of London will be joining in the celebratory Mass. The Camden mayor, Lord Lieutenant, local councillors and press will be invited. There’ll be a garden party afterwards, events for children and the blessing of another new stained glass window in the Church. 

St Pancras needs a face lift Please help restore the historic caryatids and provide better facilities for all those who use church. This place of welcome and service for local people and visitors provides worship and quiet, music recitals, lectures & other events, art exhibitions in the Crypt and support for the homeless, young people in need and the elderly. See www.stpancraschurch.org 

The Vicar of St Mary’s Primrose Hill writes:

"On Wednesday 25 April the Bishop of London, the Right Revered Richard Chartres, supported by the Deputy Mayor of Camden, Cllr Dawn Somper, came to St Mary's Primrose Hill to open and dedicate its new Centre. Built as an extension to the east end of the church, facing Primrose Hill Road, it constitutes a handsome addition to the church. The Centre is a suite of facilities for both church and community usage, and the new home of its social inclusion project. Under the leadership of Paul Perkins, the lead youth and community worker, St Mary's Centre's youth team works extensively across the local community in north Camden. In his address, Bishop Richard paid tribute to the imaginative and innovative work of the Centre and its partnership with local schools."

Not a church… but Hampstead Quaker Meeting House is celebrating its centenary this year.  

The programme of events for this year includes Open Meetings with discussion over tea:

3rd June 1-3pm What does it mean to be a Quaker today?

1st July 1-3pm Simple living and the environment

and 18th November 3pm Peace – a realistic alternative?

They are also open with exhibitions during Open House Weekend 15th/16th September and there will be walk round Quaker Hampstead Sunday 30th September 1 - 2.30pm.

Not in Camden… but people may wish to consider contributing to appeals for 

St James’s Piccadilly internationally known for its open and inclusive ministry 

Web: www.st-james-piccadilly.org, Tel: 020 7734 4511

St Martin-in-the-Fields At the heart renewal programme to improve facilities for the local community, visitors and those in need. W: www.smitf.org E: campaign@smitf.org T: 020 7766 1120

Neighbours

Camden and Clerkenwell Churches Cold Weather Shelter Project

For the 3rd year running, seven churches in Camden and Clerkenwell ran a weekly Night Shelter for the homeless 1st Jan to 31st March. They provided supper, a warm and safe place to sleep and a cooked breakfast the following morning. Volunteers describe what an enriching experience it is to work together in small teams, to form very diverse communities where volunteers and guests share stories and laughter, to witness the transformation of people after a few nights of sleep, food and fellowship. It would be good to see more Camden churches involved next year. The project needs   prayers, donations and volunteers – to cook a meal, stay overnight or wash the sheets... 

Further information from Cathy Bird of Kings Cross Methodist Church email: cbird@ntlworld.com 

Camden Faith Communities Partnership

This informal network of Camden’s faith communities continues to meet to discuss a wide variety of issues of mutual concern and to be invited to some interesting events.  

The next regular meeting is Monday 4th June 6pm in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall.

Nina Rahel T: 020 7974 2230, E: nina.rahel@camden.gov.uk, W: www.camden.gov.uk/faith 


Police links

Camden Community and Police Consultative Group

Members of Faith Communities are particularly welcome to join this group.

Details: 16-18 Whidbourne St, London WC1H 8EZ
W: http://www.camdencpcg.org.uk/ E: admin@camdencpcg.org.uk T: 020 7278 5459 

Contact details for Safer Neighbourhoods can be found at 
www.met.police.uk/saferneighbourhoods/boroughs/camden/saferneighbourhoods 

while all sorts of information about community safety can be found on www.CamdenSafe.org
The Hampstead And West Hampstead Community Cohesion Project  (pronounced Hawsssp) 

New initiative spearheaded by Sgt Deirdre Matthews, The Diversity Officer for Camden Borough Police, Revd David John Police Constable and Camden Council Community Safety group. 

Thursday 14th June 7.30pm at St Cuthbert's Church, Fordwych Road, NW6. 

Launch event for this inter faith/cultural/community forum with presentations from local Faith leaders, Police and Council on issues of community cohesion and a meal.

RSVP David.John@met.police.uk 

For faith/police issues Camden-wide contact Deirdre.matthews@met.police.uk, Tel 020 8733 6871.

PSALM Project for Seniors And Lifelong Ministry for those who take ageing and faith seriously...
I am not aware of any planned events but the Resource Centre is there to be used. 

Details: PSALM Coordinator Ann Morisy Tel 020 7388 5658 Email: PSALM@stpancraschurch.org 

Camden Listening And Counselling Centre at Trinity URC Camden Town

Drop-in and appointments. Non-religious crisis listening with trained counsellors. T: 020 7482 6200

Mental Health Support Group 2nd & 4th Friday of each month 

10.15am -12noon at St Andrew’s URC. Contact: Jean Marsham 020 8455 1240

Food & Fellowship & other community projects

Soup Kitchen run by the Doorstep Ministry of the American Church in London
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 10 – 12am. 
Sunday Lunch - traditional three course roast meal is served at 1pm in the Friendship Centre at Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church. Tickets may be purchased there after the morning service.  

Nb 24 free places for Homeless – registration at 10.30am

Soup café at Gospel Oak Methodist Church 12.30pm 2nd Monday of the month. 

Coffee morning every Saturday at Heath St Baptist Church from 11am - 1pm. 
The Salvation Army Café in their building at Chalk Farm is now open Mon to Fri 11am - 3pm (except 1st Friday of the month) with a second-hand bookshop. Luncheon Club for over 55s.
Coffee Shop at Trinity URC, Buck St NW1, 1st Saturday of the Month 11am-1pm 

NB Regent Square URC is closed for redevelopment so there is no Still Waters Community Café on Mondays. And instead of the Wednesday lunchtime services they will be visiting local cafés. 

Fellowship group for older people meets at St Mary's Kilburn on a Thursday afternoon

Open Door at Kings Cross Methodist Church - Friday morning 10am – 12noon.

A place for folk to sit & chat, read the paper, play games. Coffee. On a “come and go” basis.

Also space for prayer and discussion about issues of faith. All are welcome. 

Open Sunday at Cholmeley Evangelical Church, 272 Archway Road, N6 5AU. 

1st Sunday of the month 10am – 1pm Pop in for coffee, read the papers, get some spiritual input into your life. Drama, activities for the young and old, discussion, peace, prayer, food, and more.

T: 020 8347 9658 E: info@cholmeley-church.org.uk W : www.cholmeley-church.org.uk  

Gardening project for local people Tuesday mornings & Sunday afternoons at St James NW6   with training and support for those who would like to know more about gardening or just get their hands dirty. Expenses, trips and training provided and no previous knowledge necessary.  

Call the Vicarage for further details on 020 7624 5434
Youth Sports Day & Celebration Theme: Be Relevant; Make a Difference for 13 to 25 year olds
Saturday 1st Sept at Haverstock School, 24 Haverstock Hill, Chalk Farm, NW3 2BQ 

(Opposite Chalk Farm Tube Station) Registration 9.00am—Starting 10.00am till 5.00pm

Admission is free, but a refundable £10.00 deposit per youth team is required to secure a place (Male/Female/Mixed Teams). NB All entries & deposits by 6th July. 
Organised by Oasis Power House - a youth project & community based organisation. 
Various Youth Teams competing whilst learning various life skills via football, Rock Climbing, Netball, Volleyball. Basketball, Badminton, Rap, Music, Dance and Drama etc.   

Contact: Emmanuel or Bukki T: 07974 760 833 E: oasispowerhouse@yahoo.com
Interfaith Connections

Sacred – discover what we share See the world’s greatest collection of Jewish, Christian & Muslim holy books at the British Library, 96 Euston Road, NW1 2DB until 23rd September.

Members of the Camden Faith Communities Partnership contributed to this exhibition and related events & activities. Free guided tour for groups of 10+ (Booking essential 020 7412 7760)

Advanced booking is strongly recommended for free timed tickets. (boxoffice@bl.uk)

See www.bl.uk/sacred for full details.

The annual Multifaith Peace Walk organised by Westminster Interfaith will be Sunday 3rd June.

This year the Multifaith Pilgrimage for Peace is on the Sunday in the hope that more people will be able to join at least part of the walk. It will be in the Golders Green and Finchley area. 

Details: T: 020 7361 4740 E: alfredagius@rcdow.org.uk W: http://www.westminster-interfaith.org.uk
Council for Christians and Jews Tel 020 7820 9909, Email cjrelations@ccj.org.uk
1st Floor, Camelford House, 87-89 Albert Embankment SE1 7TP

The Hampstead Branch has meetings at St Andrew’s URC, St Peter’s NW3 & Synagogues. 

According to the website www.ccj.org.uk there are 2 forthcoming events for the Hampstead branch.

21st May Boorish Yobs or the Chelsea Set? Changing views on the Philistines.

16th July Cromwell and the Readmission of Jews to England.

Time and venue as yet unknown. Contact rachel@ccj.org.uk 

Sion Centre for Dialogue and Encounter 34 Chepstow Villas, W11 2QZ

Committed to Jewish-Christian Relations, Interfaith Dialogue, Social Justice & a Biblical Spirituality.
Wednesday 16th May 7pm Identity and Integration in our Religious Traditions 

A Jew and a Christian discuss the issues: Jonathan Romain, Rabbi, writer and broadcaster, and Austen Ivereigh Co-ordinator of the 'Strangers into Citizens' Campaign with Chair: Jane Clements Director of Programmes, Council of Christians and Jews. Organised by the Sisters of Sion 

Wine reception from 6.30. RSVP: Tel: 020 7727 3597 / 020 7313 8286
Programme also includes Exploring Spirituality on Sunday afternoons 2.30 - 4.30pm

And Tuesday Seminars 10.30am – 3.30pm. E: sioncde@yahoo.co.uk W: www.sistersofsion.org
North London Network for Spiritual Development www.ukspirituality.org 

Programme led by the ministers of the north London Unitarian congregations includes 

Meditation & Spiritual Sharing at Rosslyn Hill Chapel. 2nd and 4th Friday of the month.

Participants light candles, share reading from all the major world religions, meditate together for 20 minutes, share insights on the spiritual topic for the evening. 7.30 – 9.30pm. Tel 020 7433 3267

World Religions with Rev Feargus O’Connor, Sec of the World Congress of Faiths. 

2 – 4pm at Golders Green. Sat 26th May Judaism and 30th June Christianity. Tel 020 8455 5000 

Justice and Peace Matters and Green Issues 

Let us consider what we can do in our individual churches or together with our neighbours.  

And do let us know if you are doing anything for any of the “Days” or “Weeks”.

Christian Aid and CAFOD are each running a major campaign with the common aim: to take care of the world for the sake of the people in it. CAFOD is encouraging us to “live simply, sustainably and in solidarity with the poor” (http://www.livesimply.org.uk/ & www.cafod.org.uk) 

Christian Aid’s campaign is focusing on climate change. If we don’t cut our carbon emissions in the UK it’s the world’s poor who will pay the price (www.christianaid.org.uk/climatechange)  

Sunday 13th May 11am – 12noon at St Dominic’s Priory

On the day after World Fair Trade Day, there will be a “Just Snacks” sale (Geobars, fruit & nuts)  

Fairtrade

Please keep sending in reports of your Fairtrade activities for the CTIC Camden Churches Fairtrade Directory. With Camden a leading borough in London’s Fairtrade City campaign and our various denominations encouraging us to commit ourselves to Fairtrade, let us consider what more we might do. As far as I know the only Camden Church to have the Fairtrade Foundation certificate is Bloomsbury Central Baptist. The Camden Fairtrade Network would also welcome more volunteers. Please let me know if you might be able to help with Fairtrade stalls or other events.

Strangers into Citizens is a campaign by the country’s largest alliance of civic institutions for a pathway into citizenship for undocumented migrants who have made new lives in the UK. The Citizens Organising Foundation (COF) believes the case for an “earned amnesty” is compelling, on humanitarian, economic, fiscal and administrative grounds; and is building an alliance of citizens calling on Government to implement a one-off “earned amnesty” law as part of its overhaul of the UK’s immigration policy. 

In the year of the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade, it is a grave matter that close to half a million people living in Britain today do not enjoy the protection of the law. These people are termed "illegal", even though they are hardworking, taxpaying, law-abiding people who want only to bring up their families in peace and security. 

National Day of Action and Celebration Monday 7th May but the campaign continues. 

See  www.strangersintocitizens.org.uk
Down but not out: the needs of Strangers 
Churches’ Refugee Network Conference - with Enabling Christians in Serving Refugees (ECSR) 
Saturday 19th May 11.00 am - 4.15 pm at Holy Apostles Church Hall, 47 Cumberland Street, London SW1V 4LY. Bring your own lunch - soup and rolls available 

· Strangers into Citizens: A Path to Citizenship for the excluded - Austen Ivereigh   
· The Needs of Strangers: Global Citizens and the Nation State - Ethics and Asylum 
· The Health of Asylum Seekers: Statutory Provision for those in and out of detention 

· Reports from asylum projects, and national initiatives 

Workshops, Grassroots and campaign news, Live Music, Worship 
Further information from Wendy Cooper T: 020 7916 8632 E: wendy.cooper@urc.org.uk 

“Not for Sale“ Sunday 20th May Churches Alert To Sex Trafficking In Europe (Chaste) 

A time to reflect, respond and start to make a difference in a world where women, children and young men are subject to abuse, privation, sexual humiliation and violation. It is estimated that over 4,000 women are trafficked into the UK every year. We have evidence of over 80 young people who have been trafficked into the UK for sexual exploitation over the last 3 years. Women, Children and Men are made in the image of God, and we are called to enable that image to grow, develop, and be reflected in all our lives, for everybody, no matter their age, race, creed or gender.

I have downloaded some prayer & reflection resources from the website www.notforsalesunday.org
In this year when we are remembering the Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act, this is one of the forms of modern slavery that we should be tackling. www.chaste.org.uk
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Saturday 2nd June: Join thousands of campaigners in Central London to tell the UK Prime Minister: the world can't wait 

Two years after world leaders pledged to make poverty history, the world is still waiting for them to keep their promises to double aid and cancel poor countries' debts. In June, the UK Prime Minister will speak in our name at summits of European and G8 governments. 

Ensure he sets off with your message ringing in his ears. Wear white & bring your alarm [image: image4.jpg]THE
WORLD
CAN'T
WAIT.

MAKEAID WORK



clock. 

From 11am: activities at various central London venues e.g. CAFOD Liturgy and campaigning activities for all the family at the Emmanuel Centre, 9-23 Marsham St. 

From 2pm: Gather on the banks of the River Thames between Westminster and Vauxhall bridges to raise your voice against poverty and ring the alarm!

www.yourvoiceagainstpoverty.org.uk
Environment Sunday 3rd June http://en.arocha.org/ukconsunday/index2.html Tel 020 8574 5935
London Sustainability Weeks 3rd- 17th June http://lovelondon.london21.org/page/64 
Camden Green Fair 3rd June 12noon – 7pm in Regents Park www.camdengreenfair.org.uk
For Creed & Creation This guidebook to help London's churches become more environmentally friendly was launched in City Hall by London's mayor in March endorsed by the Bishop of London, Dr Richard Chartres, and Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, Archbishop of Westminster. It gives suggestions on everything from ways of reducing heating bills through to introducing car-sharing schemes. The guide will be distributed free to over 4,000 churches in London. It is hoped it will ultimately be adapted to encompass other religions and faiths, and be supported by a telephone advice line. 

Nusrat Yousuf, the Council's sustainability co-ordinator, is keen to know what Camden Faith Communities think of the guide and what sustainability measures we may already have taken. 

Look out for a series of workshops on the issue to be organised for Camden Faith Communities. 

In April, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, endorsed another booklet encouraging Christians to play their part in helping to stop climate change. http://www.ekklesia.co.uk/node/5120
This one’s called “How many lightbulbs does it take to change a Christian?”
Sat 9th June Say Enough! To 40 years of Israeli Occupation - Justice for the Palestinians.  

9/6/07 is the international day of action to mark the 40th anniverary of the Six Day War and Israel's military occupation of Palestine. National Rally and Demonstration. Meet in Lincoln's Inn Fields 1.30pm and march to Trafalgar Square. Organised by the ENOUGH Coalition of which Pax Christi is a member.  www.enoughoccupation.org 

Having heard of the plight of the Palestinians at 2 talks recently – a Palestinian woman’s life “Divided by the Wall” and 2 young women who visited with a Christian Peacemaker Team - I am very aware that the situation in Israel and neighbouring territories is extremely complex but it is clear that human rights are being breached as people are denied access to hospitals, schools etc.

We can only pray that peace and justice will come to the Holy Land but perhaps we can also support the many groups and organisations that are trying to build bridges between different communities or helping those who are suffering whatever their background. 

One local organisation is the Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association, promoting human rights and respect for international humanitarian law in Abu Dis, Palestine. 
PO Box 34265, London NW5 2WD E: camdenabudis@btinternet.com, W: www.camdenabudis.org
Saturday 16th June: Pax Christi AGM in Holy Apostle Church Hall, Cumberland Street, Pimlico. 10.30am – 4.30pm including afternoon Mass with Bishop Malcolm McMahon. Speaker: Rev Giles Fraser, regular contributor to Radio 4 Today Programme and Guardian's Face to Faith column and Vicar of Putney.  All welcome.  For map and programme please RSVP to the office 020 8203 4884 Email: info@paxchristi.org.uk, Website: www.paxchristi.org.uk/events. 

Launch of London Churches Refugee Fund for Destitute Asylum-Seekers 
Sunday 17th June 6.30 pm at Westminster Abbey. The funds will raise money to help destitute asylum seekers and will work primarily through church-based organisations responding directly to their needs. Contact Geoffrey Duncan T: 020 7799 5000, E: geoffrey.duncan@urc10.org 

 
Refugee Week 18th – 24th June

Refugee Week is a unique time when we can all celebrate the contribution that refugees have made over the years to the UK - both culturally and economically. www.refugeeweek.org.uk
Justice & Peace Conference organised by the National Justice & Peace Network

20th – 22nd July at Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire.

Called to be Peacemakers – who, me? with Pax Christi and Fellowship of Reconciliation

Surcharge of £5 for those booking after 18th May.

Details Tel 020 7901 4864 or http://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk (Conference)
Hiroshima & Nagasaki Vigils 6th August and 9th August in the Piazza by Westminster Cathedral.

Contact Pax Christi office for times: Tel 020 8203 4884, Email: info@paxchristi.org.uk
Thursday 9th August: Annual memorial service for Franz Jagerstatter, executed in 1943 for refusing to serve in Hitler's army.  6.30pm in the Crypt Chapel of Westminster Cathedral.  
Details from Pax Christi T: 020 8203 4884 E: info@paxchristi.org.uk, W: www.paxchristi.org.uk
Followed by

Peace walk from Westminster Cathedral (7.30pm) to the London Peace Pagoda in Battersea Park where the Floating Lantern Ceremony is held. 

Racial Justice Sunday 9th September The theme for 2007 is “Go to a land I will show you” (Gen. 12:1), highlighting the movement of peoples in an unjust world. www.ctbi.org.uk
Unearth Justice, CAFOD’s campaign launched in May 2006 (with the participation of some Camden people in the choir) has had some success in calling on those in the gold industry to work to ensure that mining does not destroy communities and environments in the developing world. 
The National Association of Goldsmiths pledged its support for the Unearth Justice campaign when campaigners from CAFOD handed in a symbolic gold paper chain representing nearly 45,000 signatures calling for an end to dirty gold. They have agreed to endorse what campaigners call the Golden Rules by signing a sourcing policy. We didn’t manage to organise a gold paper chain petition in Camden but some of us did send in postcards.

Football Reaching Out For Africa Perform at the Royal Albert Hall 23rd Sept 2007

CTIC has received an invitation to join the massed choir for this fund-raising event. 

Let me know if you would like me to forward the emails and attachments.

T: 01753 885 652, W: http://www.mjworld.net/features/africa or http://www.supportforafrica.com  

Advance Notice

Dates taken mostly from www.churches-together.org.uk where you may find further details. 

Please consider what we might do in our churches – jointly where possible – and let others know of any advance plans through CTIC.

One World Week and Week of Prayer for World Peace 21st – 28th October

All together now: Now is the time to unite behind the belief that all people matter; all life matters. The world is abundantly diverse. Now is the time to act, to cut waste and share more equally the world's abundance. If Churches or individuals have any ideas for OWW please contact me so that we can coordinate publicity and avoid any clashes. I will order the action pack and worship anthology for CTIC use. One World Week PO Box 2555, Reading RG1 4XW

T:0118 939 4933 E: enquiries@oneworldweek.org W:www.oneworldweek.org
Prisons Week 18th – 24th November

World Aids Day 1st December

Human Rights Day 10th December

Pentecost 2008! We are being asked NOW to start planning for a major Christian event to be held in Central London 9th – 11th May 2008. Indeed plans are well underway. The Bible Society, Christian Aid and Premier Christian Radio are among the “Big 10” sponsor organisations. Development Groups have been meeting and publicity will start being distributed this summer (deadline 20th May 2007). It is hoped that Camden Churches along the Northern Line up to Camden Town will all be involved. Please let CTIC know if you have already been in contact with the organisers or if you are interested in taking part. Churches Together in England is involved but coordinators are Kit Lewis and Andy Frost at the Share Jesus office. T: 020 8781 1735. 

E: info@pentecostfestival.co.uk, W: http://www.pentecostfestival.co.uk  

Ecumenical Networks and Resources

Churches Together in England http://www.cte.org.uk
CTE E-news: each edition will be published on 15th of the month, so any copy will need to be with John Bradley (john.bradley@cte.org.uk) by about the 10th. 

Churches Together North Thames – This apparently includes Camden. The long awaited Ecumenical Officer is now in post - Rev. Bernie Collins T: 07982 186301, E: Revbcollins@aol.com
Westminster Diocese – Ecumenical Officer for 4 boroughs including Camden is Fr Shaun Church. He has invited the Ecumenical Representatives and/or Parish Priests of all the RC churches to a meeting 5/5. Bishop Stack, Chair of the Diocesan Ecumenical Commission and Fr Michael Seed it’s Secretary will both be attending. I would certainly welcome contact from Ecumenical Reps of the RC churches in Camden at the meeting or subsequently. shaunchurch@rcdow.org.uk
Joint Public Issues Team of Baptist Union of Great Britain, The Methodist Church and The United Reformed Church www.jointpublicissues.org.uk
National Christian Resources Exhibition 15th – 18th May Sandown Park Esher KT10 9AJ

Tues – Th 10am – 5pm & Friday 10am – 4.30pm. Tickets & info www.creonline.co.uk 

Dominican Fr Timothy Radcliffe’s book "What's the point of being a Christian?" is one of 6 shortlisted for the 2007 Michael Ramsey Prize for theological writing. The books will be reviewed and the £15,000 prize awarded by Archbishop Rowan Williams 11-12.30 on Tuesday 15/5.  

Venue and Contact Details

American Church in London, 79a Tottenham Court Road W1T 4TD (nr Goodge St Station)

Church Secretary T: 020 7580 2791, E: americanchurch@amchurch.fsnet.co.uk, 

W: www.americanchurchinlondon.org
Benedictine Centre for Spirituality website www.church-of-christ-the-king.com
Details 20 Bramley Road N14 4HE. Tel 020 8449 2499. Email retreats@bcsuk.wanadoo.co.uk
And Christian Meditation Retreat Centre (in the same grounds) 6b Priory Close, N14 4AS

Tel 020 8449 1319, Email retreatcentre@wccm.org 
Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, 235 Shaftesbury Ave, WC2H 8EP   

Details 020 7240 0544; email church@bloomsbury.org.uk or check www.bloomsbury.org.uk
Camden Town Methodist Church, 89 Plender Street, NW1 0JN

Details 020 7387 7481

Chalk Farm Baptist Church Berkley Road (off Primrose Hill shops Regents Pk Rd) NW1 8YS

T: 020 7722 7207 E: jmusoki@hotmail.co.uk 

Churches Together in Highgate Jenny Lee T: 020 8883 9267 E: L.Warden@btinternet.com
Gospel Oak Methodist Church, Agincourt Road, NW3 2NY T: 020 7267 2181

CTIC contact Pam Gilby T: 020 7485 6990, E: pam.gilby@blueyonder.co.uk
Guy Chester Centre 
Details from Programme Office, Chester House, Pages Lane, Muswell Hill, London N10 1PR 

T: 020 8883 7850 E: admin@chestercentre.org.uk  W: http://www.chestercentre.org.uk/page2.html
Hampstead Parish Church, Church Row NW3 6UU. Contact Parish Office T. 020 7794 5808, 

E: vestry@hampsteadparishchurch.org.uk, W: www.hampsteadparishchurch.co.uk 

Hampstead Friends Meeting House 120 Heath Street, NW3 1DR

Resident Friend Shelley Lea T: 020 7435 9473 though CTIC contacts vary.

Kings Cross Methodist Church Crestfield Street, WC1H 8AT (opposite Kings Cross Station)

T: 020 7833 8820 E: office@mchouse.plus.com or Rev Cathy Bird cbird@ntlworld.com 

Taizé: T: 020 8985 7079 E: kfjlawrence@hotmail.com
London Mennonite Centre 14 Shepherds Hill, Highgate, N6 5AQ
T: 0845 4500 214 or 020 8340 8775, E: crosscurrents@menno.org.uk, W: www.menno.org.uk 
Our Lady Help of Christians, 4 Lady Margaret Road, Kentish Town NW5 2XT

Tel 020 7485 4023, Email kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk
Our Lady of Hal 165 Arlington Road NW1 7EX

T: 020 7485 1213 E: camdentown@rcdow.org.uk W: www.ourladyofhal.net 

Regent Square United Reformed Church, nr Tavistock Place WC1H 9RT
T: 020 7837 6523 or Rev Maggie Hindley see Trinity URC

Salvation Army Chalk Farm Corps 16 Haverstock Hill NW3 2BL T: 020 7485 1605 
St Andrew's United Reformed Church, Frognal Lane NW3 7DY

Details: Minister Jonathan Dean T: 020 7435 7920, E: jonathdean@fsmail.net
St Dominic’s Priory, Southampton Road, NW5 4LB. T: 020 7482 9210, W: www.op-london.org
Parish Priest Fr Dermot Morrin T: 020 7485 9224, E: dermot.morrin@english.op.org
Organ Recitals Martin Stacey T: 07950 932 703; Taizé Prayer and CTIC Coordinator see below.

St Giles in the Fields, St Giles’ High St WC2H 8LG (nr Centre Point).
Details 020 7240 2532; E verger.giles@btopenworld.com; W http://www.stgilesonline.org
St James, Sherriff Road (corner West End Lane) NW6 2AP  (+ see St Mary’s Kilburn)

For Revelation Peter Boyland (Pastoral Assistant) at peter@churchnw6.co.uk.  

St Joseph’s Highgate Hill (corner Dartmouth Park Hill) N19 5NE 

T: 020 7272 2320 W: www.stjosephshighgate.org
St Mary’s Kilburn, Abbey/Priory Roads, Kilburn NW6 4SN

Parish Office T: 020 7372 6441, E: vicaragekilburn@btopenworld.com W: www.churchnw6.co.uk
St Mary the Virgin, Primrose Hill, NW3 3DJ (Elsworthy Road/King Henry's Rd)

Parish Office T: 020 7722 3238, E: office@smvph.freeserve.co.uk, W: www.smvph.org.uk
St Michael’s Camden Town, Camden Road NW1 9LQ (next to Sainsbury’s)

Parish Office (with St Pancras Old Church, St Paul’s Camden Square & St Mary’s Eversholt St)

Fr Nicholas Wheeler T: 020 7424 0724, E: administrator@posp.co.uk 

For Taize Prayer Emily Frith T: 020 7686 1096, E: Emily.frith@turning-point.co.uk
St Pancras Parish Church, Euston Road NW1 2BA (opposite Euston Station)

Claire Pinney T: 020 7388 1461 E: office@stpancraschurch.org, W: www.stpancraschurch.org
For PSALM Ann Morisy T: 020 7388 5658, E: psalm@stpancraschurch,org, W: www.psalm.org.uk
St Peter's Bourne 40 Oakleigh Park South, Whetstone

Details 020 8445 5535; Email warden1@tiscali.co.uk; Website http://www.stpetersbourne.com/
Trinity United Reformed Church, Buck Street, Camden Town NW1 8NJ

Rev Maggie Hindley Tel: 020 7267 4796, Email: maggiehindley@blueyonder.co.uk
Westminster Cathedral Centre for Spirituality Westminster Cathedral Hall, Ambrosden Avenue or Hinsley Rooms Morpeth Terrace SW1 next to Westminster Cathedral. Details 020 7798 9053 

Email robinburgess@rcdow.org.uk Website www.westminstercathedral.org.uk/clife/clife_spirit.html 
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For details of these and other activities in and around Camden please contact Marion Hill 

Tel 020 7722 2965 Email ctic@blueyonder.co.uk 

or see websites http://www.cityneighbours.com/groups/ctic/cticnews.php3 or www.casweb.org/ctic
With apologies for any errors or omissions. Please let me know of any additions or amendments. And I would welcome advance notice of any events & activities open to fellow Christians, people of other faiths or the wider community and any ideas for better coordination & pooling of resources,

The next seasonal/occasional newsletter to be sent out to all churches will be mid-September. 

Deadline for this autumn newsletter is 7th September but please send in any news or information as soon as it is available as it can be circulated to email contacts and via websites.
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