Christians Together in Camden 

February – May 2007

This Newsletter lists seasonal and occasional events and activities open to Christians of different traditions willing to pray, study and serve the wider community together.

In some cases there will be fuller details (e.g. each week’s topic and speaker) on our websites or available on request. In order to minimise repetition full venue and contact details are listed at the end of the newsletter.

Lent and Holy Week

This is a period when Churches traditionally get together for study courses or joint acts of witness.  Here are a few opportunities for us to join with fellow Christians at this time. I will add any further information received to the web page on City Neighbours or to the files on www.casweb.org/ctic.
Ash Wednesday 21st February
Many churches will be holding services to mark the 1st day of Lent.

· At St Michael’s, South Grove, Highgate N6 11am Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes. Then 12noon in the Parish Rooms: 'Take the shackles off my feet so I can dance' 

Talk by Chris Brice, Bishop of London's Adviser on Social Justice, followed by lunch at 1pm. 

· Mass and Imposition of Ashes at St Saviours at 1.15pm will initiate a series of reflective Wednesday lunchtime services there throughout Lent, with prayer and readings.
· Gospel Oak Methodist Church hosts their joint circuit service at 7.30pm. All welcome.

Meditative prayers and a couple of more dramatic readings. Tony Jasper will be preaching.   

Lent Study Groups
Some Churches run their own Lent study courses which may not be specifically ecumenical but may be open to friends and neighbours as well as Parishioners. 

Churches Together in Hampstead will be running a series of ecumenical Lent Groups on the theme of Faith and Work with various chaplains (hospital, prison, university) providing material.  For details of the weekly groups T: 020 7794 5808 E: vestry@hampsteadparishchurch.org.uk 

Churches Together in Highgate are again offering ecumenical Lent Groups, mostly clergy-led. These will start during the first week of Lent (the week of Monday 26 February), and will last for four or five weeks. Information leaflets and booking forms will be available in all their churches. You don't need to commit yourself to all the sessions and can try more than one group. With 8 different groups there’s a good choice of days, times & topics so there should be something for everyone.  

Exploring Christianity Exploring the Bible: Sorrow & Joy, Slavery & Freedom, Law & Spirit

Every Tuesday during February and March 1.15 - 2pm at St Pancras Church. Euston Road. 

Informal meeting with short introduction, questions & discussion. All welcome of all faiths or none.

Set all free A series of lunchtime services for lent on slavery past and present using material prepared by Churches Together in England with music, silence, bible study and a short talk.

Wednesdays 21st February – 4th April 1.10 – 1.40pm at Regent Square United Reformed Church.

A light lunch is available before & after the service 12.30 –2pm.
Holy Cross Church invites those who wish to join them in studying the York Course

Can we build a better world? Learning from William Wilberforce

The five sessions, accompanied by a book & CD are 

Slavery, Friendship & Prayer, Change & Struggle, the Bible, Redemption & Restitution
Wednesdays 28th Feb – 28th March 7pm.

Disciples On The Way: Global Warming at Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church

Is it man-made? How can churches offer an effective set of responses?

How can a religious text written thousands of years ago inform our 21st century predicament? 

Is it a distraction from the real business of preaching the Gospel?

7pm for 7.30 - 9pm Mondays 19th & 26th February and 5th, 12th & 19th March

Wednesday 28th March: Final session sharing answers with Xchange (student/young adult group)

Jesus And His Friends: Children’s Bible Club for 6-8 year olds
Storytelling, drama, art and craft, games, and a feast!

Fridays in March 4 - 5pm at Trinity Church, Buck Street NW1 

Prayers at Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church

The Sunday prayers are starting in Lent 25th February. Although there is strength in the “habit of meeting together” all are welcome even if they are only able to attend once or occasionally. 

· Discerning Prayers Sunday mornings 10 - 10.30am

Meet together to pray for the church and its ministry, and specifically for the future work.

We are going to draw on the tradition that has been very strong in the Free Churches, of an open prayer meeting. Although there will be somebody leading, there will be opportunity for all to take part, aloud or silently, in praying that we will discern the mind of Christ.

· Guided Gospel Encounters Sunday afternoons 5.15 - 5.45pm
An opportunity to explore the Ignatian pattern of encountering the Scriptures in prayer. At each meeting we will listen together to a portion of the gospel story, and then, through guided meditation, we will have the opportunity to explore the story in personal ways.

· Waiting Prayer Tuesday afternoons 2.15 – 2.45pm

Opportunities to explore the prayer of waiting - setting aside a short time to wait quietly and expectantly, in God’s presence, and see what will happen…

· Friday Prayers 1 – 1.15pm Weekly prayers for the church, the world and those in need.
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Various traditional services will be held in many of our Churches during Holy Week as we celebrate the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. They will no doubt be advertised in the local papers as well as at individual churches. CTIC news (this letter and the web page) lists primarily services which are organised jointly by a group of churches – but I would be happy to receive information on any church services in order to be able to respond to specific enquiries.  

Palm Sunday 1st April 
· 9.55am Lismore Circus, Gospel Oak, joint Blessing of Palms and procession.

· 4pm Procession of Praise through Camden Town from Oakley Square (off Crowndale Rd)

following a donkey and accompanied by a brass band, will process up Camden High Street to finish with a short service at St Michael's, Camden Road (next to Sainsbury’s).  

· 4.30pm Festal Sung Evensong at St Mary's Kilburn with the Choir of University College School. This will be part of the St Mary's 150th Anniversary celebrations. 

· 6.30pm at St Michael’s Camden Town Prayer with Songs from Taizé. 
Monday 2nd April – Thursday 5th April Lunchtime and Early Evening Meditations

1.15 - 1.45pm & 5.15 - 5.45pm at Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church

Maundy Thursday 5th April 7 for 7.30pm Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church 

Fellowship Supper with Maundy Thursday Reflection

And 7.30pm at St Andrew’s URC: Service of the Upper Room
Good Friday 6th April

· Ecumenical witness in the Kings Cross area – details to be confirmed

· 10.30am Worship at Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church

· 10.30am Service of the Cross at St Andrew’s URC

· 11am – 12noon United Service at Christ Church conducted by the Rev Paul Conrad with Rev Dr Marie Isaacs of Heath St Baptist Church preaching.  
· Noon: meet Methodist Central Hall for the Westminster Procession of Witness in Victoria St.

Easter Sunday 8th April

Festal Sung Mass at St Mary's Kilburn at 10.00am with the Bishop of Edmonton. The actual date of the 150th anniversary of the church being open for worship in St Mary's is the 6th April 1857.  But since that is Good Friday we thought it best to celebrate on Easter Day. There will be a champagne reception at St Mary's. This day will see the official launch of the 150th Anniversary celebrations and events. There will be a major celebration on Sunday 17th June.

Occasional Services

Sun 25th February: Music & Words for Lent 6pm School Chapel, Highgate School, North Rd, N6.
Women’s World Day of Prayer Friday 2nd March

This year's inter-denominational service 'United Under God's Tent' is prepared by the Christian Women of Paraguay. Despite the name of the day, all are welcome, men as well as women. 

In and around Camden we have 4 opportunities to join this wave of prayer around the world. 

· 10.30am United reformed Church, Pond Square Chapel, N6.

· 11.30am coffee for Noon Service at Kings Cross Methodist Church

Guest Speaker Faith Bowers. Service will be followed by buffet lunch.

· 2.30pm Hampstead Parish Church

· 7.30pm Quex Road Methodist Church

Guest Speaker Revd Claudette Douglas of the Churches Commission for Racial Justice.

Sunday 11th March Highgate Churches United Worship 

Evening Worship with the London Gallery Quire 6.30pm Pond Square URC Chapel, N6.  




Mothering Sunday 18th March Children’s theme 11am at St Andrew’s URC

And Evensong 6pm School Chapel, Highgate School, North Rd, N6. 

Tuesday 20th March 7.45pm at St Andrews URC

Stories Of Grace - Professional Jasperian Theatre Company present a drama with music

for Lent and Easter. Woven into a story line are insights into Josephine Butler, Elizabeth Fry, William Wilberforce, Martin Luther King Jnr, Desmond Tutu, Dame Cecily Saunders, Katie Booth, Dietrich Bonhoeffer.and Amanda Smith, first black woman preacher in the American South. 

£7 to include programme. Further details Tony Jasper 020 7813 4362, W: http://www.jasperian.org/
.
Regular Prayer, Talk & Study Groups

I hope to produce an updated listing of some of the regular activities open to Christians in & around Camden in time for the May Newsletter. Please send in any additions or amendments.

Some highlights in the meantime:

· Contemplative Prayer once a month 6pm at St Mary’s Primrose Hill - 11th March, 15th April

· Also in people’s homes in the Belsize Park area fortnightly. Tel 020 7916 9980.
· Ecumenical Bible Study Mondays 2 for 2.30pm at Camden Town URC, Buck St NW1 8NJ.

Continuing “From Glory To Disaster” Bible Study in Kings & Chronicles

26/2 & 5/3 2 Kings, 12/3 a Jewish view, 19/3 a Muslim view & 26/3 Chronicles

· Ecumenical Prayer Group Last Thursday of the month 6.30pm south of the Euston Rd.

22/2 St Pancras Church to discuss the year’s programme; 29/3 Holy Cross – on Slavery; 

26/4 Kings Cross Methodist Church on being homeless. Contact 020 7837 6007.

· Living the Questions study group exploring progressive Christianity at St Andrew’s URC 

Contact Revd Donald Macarthur Tel 020 8965 1885. See www.livingthequestions.com 

· Quaker Quest informal presentations, discussions & questionings. Cycle of 6 sessions repeated throughout the year. www.quakerquest.org, Tel 020 7251 0376.  

Monday evenings (except Bank Holidays) 6.30 refreshments for 7 – 9.15pm.

Friends House, 173 Euston Road NW1 (opposite Euston Station). 

· St Andrew’s Book Group usually 2nd Mon in the month 8pm in a member’s home.

Currently reading The Heart of Islam by Seyyed Hossein Nasr. Tel 020 7435 7920.

Journey to Freedom Ecumenical lecture series organised by the Augustinians of the Assumption
Thursday 15th March: Hope Against All Hope with Bishop Basil of Amphipolis, 

Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople in Great Britain 
Wednesday 25th April: Love & do what you will with Cardinal Danneels, Archbishop of Brussels

Wednesday 9th May: The Church, Catholicity & Unity with Fr John McDade of Heythrop College 
7.30pm at Assumption Priory, Victoria Park Square, Bethnal Green, London E2 9PB
For more details call: 020 8980 1968 or email mgdanis@yahoo.com or echatov@hotmail.com
Prayer with Songs from Taizé 

(a fuller list of contact details and dates for the whole year was sent out in January with the Report and Accounts. Please see www.casweb.org/ctic or let me know if you require another copy.) 

Suns 4th March, 1st April & 6th May 6.30pm at St Michael’s, Camden Town 

Sun 11th March 6.30pm at Pond Street United Reformed Church

Fri 23rd March 7.30pm at St Dominic’s Priory NW5 Prayer Round the Cross with Songs from Taizé

Sun 20th May 6pm at St Mary’s Primrose Hill

Music & the Arts in Camden’s Churches

St George's Bloomsbury's Sunday Recital Series is a new season of regular concerts taking place on Sunday afternoons at 4pm. 

The monthly Organ Recitals at St Dominic’s Priory are now 7.30pm on Saturday evenings. 

24/2 Martin Stacey of St Dominic’s, 24/3 Ian Coleman of St Anselm & St Cecilia Holborn, 

21/4 Roger Sayer of Rochester Cathedral. www.martinstacey.com & www.organrecitals.com 

Salvation Army Praise Concerts 2nd Sunday of the month 2.30pm followed by refreshments.

In the hall 16 Haverstock Hill, near Chalk Farm Station and the Roundhouse. T: 020 7485 1605

There are regular lunchtime and early evening recitals at a number of Camden’s Churches including Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, St Giles in the Fields & St Pancras Euston Rd.

Many of these recitals are free – with a retiring collection – while occasional, usually charged, concerts, are often held at All Hallows, Hampstead Parish Church, St Mark’s Regents Park and St Mary’s Primrose Hill.   

Saturday 10 March 7.30pm All Hallows’ Church Highgate Choral Society 

Brahms: Ein Deutsches Requiem and Kodály: Psalmus Hungaricus

Ticket holders are invited to a free pre-performance talk at 6.50pm by Ronald Corp. 

Tickets £20, £16, £12. Box office: 07952 508234. http://www.hcschoir.com/
Praying Twice – Hugh Price Hughes Lectures 2007 Hinde Street Methodist Church London W1

Exploring congregational song and Charles Wesley’s hymns to mark the tercentenary of his birth.

7.30pm Tuesdays 13th March, 3rd April, 8th May & 12th June. Free admission.

T:020 7935 6179, E: office@wlm.org.uk, W: http://www.wlm.org.uk/diary.htm  

Gazing On Salvation An open exhibition and walking meditation for Lent at St Pancras, Euston Rd

Featuring the work of several local artists, including students from the Slade & Chelsea School of Art, "Gazing on Salvation" will be interpreted through the media of painting, drawing, sculpture, installation and poetry. Mon to Thurs 26th February to 4th April 4th 12noon to 3pm. Admission free.

Open evenings to 8.30pm (wine served from 5pm) on Wednesdays 28th February and 4th April.  Poetry readings and talk given on 4th April.

The Gallery Choir at St Saviour's rehearses 8 - 9pm Thursday evenings. It is geared to Sunday services but was featured in the Belsize Residents Association newsletter as “created to revive the tradition of community singing” and “you don’t have to be a church-goer to participate”. It’s also listed in the Ham & High as “open to all”. 
Neighbours

Camden and City Churches Cold Weather Shelter 2007

Seven churches in Camden and Clerkenwell are continuing to run their weekly Night Shelter for the homeless until 31st March. They provide supper, a warm and safe place to sleep and a cooked breakfast the following morning. Please continue to support them with your prayers, donations and by serving as volunteers. And consider whether your church could offer shelter next year…

PSALM (Project for Seniors And Lifelong Ministry) Taking ageing and faith seriously.
Developing work with and for older people, PSALM is based at St Pancras Church, Euston Road. 

It is now London-wide & ecumenical. Membership £5 a year for reduced workshop costs.

Courses run at St Pancras & Southwark Cathedral and can be tailor made for your church, deanery or circuit. T: 020 7388 5658, E: psalm@stpancraschurch.org, W: www.psalm.org.uk 

Ministering to those with dementia Workshop open to all (not just the ordained). £10 

Monday 19th March 10.15 coffee for 10.30am – 1pm at St Pancras Church House, Lancing St NW1

Tues 27th Feb & 1st May workshops at Southwark Cathedral exploring the experience of ageing 

Open Door at Kings Cross Methodist Church - Friday morning 9.30am – 12noon.

A place for folk to sit & chat, read the paper, play games. Coffee. On a “come and go” basis.

Also space for prayer and discussion about issues of faith. All are welcome. 

Justice and Peace Matters

Fairtrade Fortnight 26th February – 11th March

See separate listing of events and activities in our churches and in the wider community.

Keep sending in reports of your Fairtrade activities for the CTIC Camden Churches Fairtrade Directory. With Camden a leading borough in London’s Fairtrade City campaign and our various denominations encouraging us to commit ourselves to Fairtrade, let us consider what more we might do. As far as I know the only Camden Church to have the Fairtrade Foundation certificate is Bloomsbury Central Baptist.

200th Anniversary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act

All sorts or organisations are marking this anniversary. NB it is the anniversary of an Act of Parliament. Slavery persists in various guises around the world.

Uncomfortable Truths - The shadow of slave trading on contemporary art and design
20th February – 17th June at the V&A. Recent and specially commissioned works by 11 artists from Europe, Africa and America are displayed throughout the museum. The works draw directly on the legacies of imperialism and slave trading, prompting the viewer to consider the impact of slavery historically and in today's world. Free admission.

Can we build a better world? Learning from William Wilberforce is this year’s York Course and the Diocese of London Lent Appeal is to help set modern slaves free http://www.london.anglican.org/lentappeal & http://www.stopthetraffik.org/default.aspx
Set all free is a Churches Together in England initiative aiming to remember the past and apply its lessons to tackle the legacies of Transatlantic Slavery and its modern day equivalent. 

The website www.setallfree.net provides facts & figures, study & worship resources, events listing.

CTE 27 Tavistock Square, WC1H 9HH Tel: 020 7529 8141 Email: info@setallfree.net 

We are invited to hold a special service (or include special prayers) on Sunday 25th March though there are suggestions for worship throughout the year.

Several Lent study groups are taking up the “Slavery” theme, the Ash Wednesday talk at St Michael’s Highgate takes up the theme of the Anglican Lent Appeal and the Anniversary will be marked at the Prayer Round the Cross with Songs from Taizé at St Dominic’s Friday 23rd March.

Please let CTIC know of any other commemorations of the Anniversary throughout the year.

Interfaith Connections

Zen Meditation Introduction with Tom Chetwynd author of Zen & the Kingdom of Heaven

The regular Meditation Group at Trinity Church welcomes newcomers of any faith or none.

Thursday 22nd February 6.30 – 7pm sitting as usual, 7 – 8pm more time with Tom.

Syrian Orthodox Vespers at Westminster Cathedral Saturday 10th March 3pm. All welcome.
Archbishop Toma Dawod, Patriarchal Vicar, Syrian Orthodox Church in Great Britain & Ireland. 

North London Interfaith (incorporating Hampstead Interfaith Group) 

Tuesday 13th March Problems facing second-generation Sikhs in Britain today with Kiran Kalsi
8pm at Hampstead Friends Meeting House (Refreshments from 7.30pm). 

Details Tel 020 8444 3855 or 020 7435 9473 www.northlondoninterfaith.org.uk
North London Interfaith are also planning a photography exhibition on the theme 

Seeking Common Ground – Neighbours In London

The aim of the exhibition is to show the variety of faiths in North London and to demonstrate how people live, work and worship as neighbours in our extraordinarily diverse city. The photographs, with commentary and quotations, will form a travelling exhibition. Watch this space…

Sion Centre for Dialogue and Encounter 34 Chepstow Villas, W11 2QZ

Sundays 11th March & 1st April 2.30 – 4.15pm Religion in a Violent World

Tuesday 13th March 10.30am – 4pm Paths to Freedom: a Christian view in the light of the Death & Resurrection of Jesus Christ with Dr John McDade SJ   

T: 020 7313 8286, E: sioncde@yahoo.co.uk, W: www.sisterofsion.org 
Places of Retreat and Reflection 

Benedictine Centre for Spirituality website www.church-of-christ-the-king.com
Between Oakwood and Cockfosters on the Piccadilly Line, this centre welcomes people from various backgrounds and faith communities. There’s a programme of conferences, talks and study days or you can spend a day or more in personal prayer and quiet contemplation. 

Highlights: 3/3 Julian – a woman for today, 24/3 Silent Lenten Retreat, 19/5 Words open Windows

Details 20 Bramley Road N14 4HE. Tel 020 8449 2499. Email retreats@bcsuk.wanadoo.co.uk
Guy Chester Centre 
A place of welcome, encounter and encouragement for training, retreats and quiet days, usually Saturdays 10am to 4pm. £25 don suggested including lunch and refreshments during the day.

24/2 Waiting for Spring, 24/3 Rediscovering the Rainbow, 19/5 The Grandeur of God 
Details from Programme Office, Chester House, Pages Lane, Muswell Hill, London N10 1PR Tel: T: 020 8883 8204 E: admin@chestercentre.org.uk  W: http://www.chestercentre.org.uk 
Advance Notice 
Dates taken mostly from www.churches-together.org.uk where you may find further details. 

Please consider what we might do in our churches – jointly where possible – and let others know of any advance plans through CTIC.

· Christian Aid Week 13th – 19th May 
Sunday 20th May there’ll be a walk to explore the City of London from the Tower to Fleet Street and raise money for Christian Aid’s water projects. The 10 km sponsored walk will begin with a launch service 1pm at St Mary-le-Bow, Cheapside, EC2. E: London@christian-aid.org, T: 020 7654 5330.

But what are we doing locally in Camden?

· “Not for Sale“ Sunday 20th May Churches Alert To Sex Trafficking In Europe (Chaste) 

http://www.churches-together.net/Group/Group.aspx?id=45593 or www.chaste.org.uk 

Environment Sunday 3rd June

National Quiet Day Sat 17th June

Refugee Week 18th – 24th June

Racial Justice Sunday 9th September

One World Week and Week of Prayer for World Peace 21st – 28th October

Prisons Week 18th – 24th November

World Aids Day 1st December

Human Rights Day 10th December

Pentecost 2008! We are being asked NOW to start planning for a major Christian event to be held in Central London 9th – 11th May 2008. It is hoped that Camden Churches along the Northern Line up to Camden Town will all be involved. Please let CTIC know if you have already been in contact with the organisers or if you are interested in taking part. Churches Together in England is involved but coordinator is Kit Lewis at the Share Jesus office 

T: 020 8781 1735, E: kit@sharejesusinternational.com, W: www.sharejesusinternational.com 

Venue and Contact Details

Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, 235 Shaftesbury Ave, WC2H 8EP   

Details 020 7240 0544; email church@bloomsbury.org.uk or check www.bloomsbury.org.uk
Churches Together in Highgate Jenny Lee T: 020 8883 9267 

E: info@ChurchesTogetherInHighgate.org.uk, W: www.ChurchesTogetherInHighgate.org.uk
Gospel Oak Methodist Church, Agincourt Road, NW3 2NY T: 020 7267 2181

CTIC contact Pam Gilby T: 020 7485 6990, E: pam.gilby@blueyonder.co.uk
Hampstead Parish Church, Church Row NW3 6UU. Contact Parish Office T. 020 7794 5808, 

E: vestry@hampsteadparishchurch.org.uk, W: www.hampsteadparishchurch.co.uk 

Quex Road Methodist Church, Kingsgate Road NW6 4PR. T: 020 7624 3075

CTIC contact joanapoole@hotmail.com Tel 07913 346 202 or 020 8451 6319
Regent Square United Reformed Church, nr Tavistock Place WC1H 9RT
T: 020 7837 6523 or Rev Maggie Hindley see Trinity URC

St Dominic’s Priory, Southampton Road, NW5 4LB. T: 020 7482 9210, W: www.op-london.org
Parish Priest Fr Dermot Morrin T: 020 7485 9224, E: dermot.morrin@english.op.org
Organ Recitals Martin Stacey T: 07950 932 703; Taizé Prayer and CTIC Coordinator see below.

St Giles in the Fields, St Giles’ High St WC2H 8LG (nr Centre Point).
Details 020 7240 2532; E verger.giles@btopenworld.com; W http://www.stgilesonline.org
St Martin’s Church, Vicar’s Road, NW5 4NL. Rev John Hayward T: 020 7485 3807, 

E: smartingospeloak@btinternet.com, W: www.stmartingospeloak.org
St Michael’s Camden Town, Camden Road NW1 9LQ (next to Sainsbury’s)

Parish Office (with St Pancras Old Church, St Paul’s Camden Square & St Mary’s Eversholt St)

Fr Nicholas Wheeler T: 020 7424 0724, E: administrator@posp.co.uk 

For Taize Prayer Emily Frith T: 020 7686 1096, E: Emily.frith@turning-point.co.uk
St Pancras Parish Church, Euston Road NW1 2BA (opposite Euston Station)

Claire Pinney T: 020 7388 1461 E: office@stpancraschurch.org, W: www.stpancraschurch.org
For PSALM Ann Morisy T: 020 7388 5658, E: psalm@stpancraschurch.org, W: www.psalm.org.uk
St Saviours Church, Eton Road NW3 (and St Peter’s Belsize Square)

c/o Vicarage 30 Eton Villas NW3 4SQ Rev Paul Nicholson T: 020 7586 6522
Trinity United Reformed Church, Buck Street, Camden Town NW1 8NJ

Rev Maggie Hindley Tel: 020 7267 4796, Email: maggiehindley@blueyonder.co.uk
For details of these and other activities in and around Camden please contact Marion Hill 

Tel 020 7722 2965 Email ctic@blueyonder.co.uk 

or see websites http://www.cityneighbours.com/groups/ctic/cticnews.php3 or www.casweb.org/ctic
For the next seasonal/occasional newsletter to be out in time for Christian Aid Week 13–19 May

deadline is 27th April but please send in any news or information as soon as it is available. 
